Sytchampton Endowed Primary School
Geography Curriculum Rationale

Basic Principles

1. Learning is a change to long-term memory.
2. Our aims are to ensure that our students experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the end
of each key stage, long-term memory of an ambitious body of knowledge.

Introduction

Our Geography Curriculum is designed to help our pupils form a schema within their long-term
memories. Schema theory states that all knowledge is organised into units and is a conceptual
system for understanding and organising knowledge in a meaningful way.

A schema is distinct from information, which is just isolated facts that have no organisational basis or
links. We have used the Geography Curriculum Companion (Chris Quigley) to help us develop a
curriculum which:

e Uses concepts as the basis for the schema
e Strengthens the schema with knowledge
e Deepens connections

Threshold Concepts

Threshold concepts are the ‘Big Ideas’ that underpin a subject. Threshold Concepts come up
repeatedly over time. Students return to the same concepts over and over and gradually build
understanding of them. In Geography, we have identified four Threshold Concepts:

e Investigate Places — this concept involves understanding the geographical location of places
and their physical and human features

e Investigate Patterns — this concept involves understanding the relationships between the
physical features of places and the human activity within them, and the appreciation of how
the world’s natural resources are used and transported.

e Communicate Geographically — this concept involves understanding geographical
representations, vocabulary and techniques (e.g. map and fieldwork)

Milestones
These are the attainment goals for each two year period.

e EYFS Milestone

e Milestone 1—-Years1and?2
e Milestone 2 —Years3 and 4
e Milestone 3 —Years5and 6
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Progression of Threshold Concepts for each Milestone

Milestone 1

Investigate places

= Ask and answer geographical questions (such
as: What is this like? What or who will | see
in this placa? t do people do in this placa¥).

Identify the key features of a location in onder o say
whether it iz a cty, town, village, coastal or rural
area.

= Lga world maps, atlases and globes to identify the
United Kingdom and its countnes, a5 well as the
countries, confinents and oceans studied.

U= simple fieldwork and obeenational skills
o etudy the geography of the echool and the
ey human and physical features of its
SUToUNdng emircnment.

lhamllmagasaml
o recognise

Iandmartganclbaac physical features.

= Mame, locate and identify characierstics of the four
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom
and ite su 5835

Name and locate the world's continents and oceans.

Milestone 2

Investigate places

= Ack and angwer
the physical and

= [Explain own views about locations, gving reasons.

= |Ize maps, atfases, globes and digital/compuier
mapping to locate countries and describe features.

= |ge fieidwork o observe and record the human and
physical features in the local area using a range of
methads incl sketch maps, plans and graphs and
digital technologies.

= |sa a range of resources to identify the key physical
and human features of a locafion.

ical questions about
n charecteristics of & location.

= MName and locate counfies and cifies of the

LLnited Ki pengraphical regions and
their identifying human and physical charactenistics,
mnciuding hills, mountains, cifies, rivers,

topographical features and land-use palt(gmﬁ

= MName and locate the countries of Europe and identify
their main physicel and human characierstics.

» Understand geographical similarities
o .

Investigate pattemns

MWWQMhm
mdﬂmna | y of @ mall area of
the United Kingdom and of a contrasting
nan-European counktry.
ify eeasonal and daily weather

o o
hot and cold aress of the world in relation to
the equator and the Morth and South Poles.

= ldentify land use around the school.

Q0

Physical Human
pOCesae  DrOChases

Investigate patterns

th-ﬂbmhﬂnmhr
southem

mmmﬂww
Arctic and Antarctic Gircle
date zonas. Describe some of
the charactenstics of these geographical
BrE3S.
= Dascribe geographical similarites and
differences between countries.
= Dascribe how the locality of the school
hes changed over fime.

Human
procoases

Physical
processas

Communicate geographically

= |Use bamc geographical mabuhrgrln refiar to:
E’Ml\,m forest, hl, rml_msm
ocean, mver, soil, valley, vegeatation and
weather.

= ey humnan features, including: city, town,
glu?;e. factory, farm, house, office and
p.

= g compass directions. south, east
and west) and locational us=ge (2.0, near
and far) to describe the locaton of features and
routes on & map.

- Denmam mag; and use and

basic symbols in a key. Use simpla
gldm‘fﬂ'amaa[&l Bl)

Techniquaes. oo bulairy

Communicate geographically

= Diescibe key sspects of:
Judi
phmalﬂaﬂgmpw inchuclng:
mmmmmmm

= human geography, including:
EarﬂamnmanElEnd E.ng-

» Use the

oumrm'lcua luwledgaufme LUinited
Kingdom and the wider worid_

Techniques Wocabulary
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Milestone 3

Investigate places

Investigate patterns

Communicate geographically

+ Anaiyse and gi

el

Collect and a mmmdumerlrlnrrmtm in onder to
draw clear ne about locatio

Identify nd describe how the physical features affect the human

activity within a location.

L.Inaaalmganf detailed
uvgmgmumufﬂmdmmlagt"glmnmufa

Lunalnn

Use different types of filkdwork sam [rmdummd
o observe, measure and record the
in the locel area. Flammmmllamamga

views on the effectvensss of different

geographical representsl of a locati aerial
m‘rpﬂed with rmpnandmggulugml mu;nraglrw

Mame and bocate some of the countries and cities of the ward
and thair identifying human and physical charactenstics, including

hills, moundains, Mvers, raphical features and land-use
patiems; and understand some of these sapects have
changed over time.

Mame and bocate the countries of Morth and South America and
identify their main physical and human charectenstics.

Learning Lenses

Identify and descibe the
geagraphical ificance of

Wl[hduﬁu dary and rldm-
Undarstand some of the reasons
Exgeugmphcdmimmmd
Describe how locations around the
e O B i i g
P
b
zlmm-:md and

00

Hllmln

= Dieacribe and undarstand key aspects of:
physical pecgraphy, including:
dmhemma,bux{aa
m belts, rivers, mountains,
and earthquakes end the

water cyde. -

= human geography, including:
MM irac ks, ane

inc i
hd mr?zlfwal IesOUNCES
uding enengy,

minerals, and water supplies.

= |kze the sight points of a Tour-
s i
t uses standard O) Survey

= Create maps of locations identifying
jpattems (such as: land use, cimate rones,
poipulation densities, height of land).

AR

Techniques Wocabulary

These are the facets of each Threshold Concept which help to strengthen the schema.

Threshold Concepts

Investigate Places

Investigate Patterns

Communicate Geographically

Milestones Milestone 1-3 Milestone 1-3 Milestone 1-3
A description of the end goals A description of the end goals A description of the end goals
Learning Lenses
(Knowledge
Categories)
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Building the Geography Curriculum

At Sytchampton, we have developed a two-year rolling programme to ensure that pupils revisit
Threshold Concepts regularly within their mixed year groups.

We have selected topics which are re-visited and linked across both Years within the milestone so
that pupils can make links and connections, strengthening their long term memory and knowledge
and enabling them to apply their learning in wider contexts.

EYFS

Key Stage 1 (Milestone 1)

During Key Stage 1, pupils study the Geography of their own locality, then expand to learn about the
countries which form the United Kingdom and their capital cities. Pupils then have an opportunity
to compare locations in the UK to a contrasting location in Australia. Puplis’ knowledge is then
expanded to include identifying the Continents and Oceans of the World and how location affects
climate and weather. Threaded throughout these topics is learning how to use maps of the world
helping pupils to link their knowledge of the different locations they have studied.

Lower Key Stage 2 (Milestone 2)

During Lower Key Stage 2, pupils’ locational knowledge is expanded to deepen their understanding
of physical and human features of the continent of Europe. This builds upon their learning in Key
Stage 1. Pupils begin to understand the impact of Physical Processes and Human Processes upon our
landscapes and how this impacts upon Climate Change. Map work threads throughout every topic
once again, but pupils now develop an understanding of the equator, hemispheres and longitude
and latitude.

Upper Key Stage 2 (Milestone 3)

In Upper Key Stage 2 pupils expand their locational knowledge by studying North and South America,
comparing the Human and Physical Features and using their prior knowledge to understand how
these have impacted upon the landscapes and ways of life. Pupils also develop a deeper
understanding of Biomes and Climate zones using their mapping knowledge from LKS2. Map work
threads again through every topic, with a greater understanding of the more detailed features of
maps. Pupils then apply the Geographical knowledge they have gained over the three milestones to
an in depth field work study of the local area.



