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Basic Principles  
 

1. Learning is a change to long-term memory.  
2. Our aims are to ensure that our students experience a wide breadth of study and have, by the end 
of each key stage, long-term memory of an ambitious body of knowledge.  

 
Introduction 

Our Geography Curriculum is designed to help our pupils form a schema within their long-term 

memories.  Schema theory states that all knowledge is organised into units and is a conceptual 

system for understanding and organising knowledge in a meaningful way. 

A schema is distinct from information, which is just isolated facts that have no organisational basis or 

links.  We have used the Geography Curriculum Companion (Chris Quigley) to help us develop a 

curriculum which: 

• Uses concepts as the basis for the schema 

• Strengthens the schema with knowledge 

• Deepens connections 

Threshold Concepts 

Threshold concepts are the ‘Big Ideas’ that underpin a subject.  Threshold Concepts come up 

repeatedly over time.  Students return to the same concepts over and over and gradually build 

understanding of them. In Geography, we have identified four Threshold Concepts: 

• Investigate Places – this concept involves understanding the geographical location of places 

and their physical and human features 

• Investigate Patterns – this concept involves understanding the relationships between the 

physical features of places and the human activity within them, and the appreciation of how 

the world’s natural resources are used and transported.  

• Communicate Geographically – this concept involves understanding geographical 

representations, vocabulary and techniques (e.g. map and fieldwork) 

Milestones 

These are the attainment goals for each two year period.   

• EYFS Milestone 

• Milestone 1 – Years 1 and 2 

• Milestone 2 – Years 3 and 4 

• Milestone 3 – Years 5 and 6 
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Progression of Threshold Concepts for each Milestone 
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Learning Lenses 

These are the facets of each Threshold Concept which help to strengthen the schema.  
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Building the Geography Curriculum 

At Sytchampton, we have developed a two-year rolling programme to ensure that pupils revisit 

Threshold Concepts regularly within their mixed year groups.  

We have selected topics which are re-visited and linked across both Years within the milestone so 

that pupils can make links and connections, strengthening their long term memory and knowledge 

and enabling them to apply their learning in wider contexts.  

EYFS 

 

Key Stage 1 (Milestone 1) 

During Key Stage 1, pupils study the Geography of their own locality, then expand to learn about the 

countries which form the United Kingdom and their capital cities.  Pupils then have an opportunity 

to compare locations in the UK to a contrasting location in Australia.   Puplis’ knowledge is then 

expanded to include identifying the Continents and Oceans of the World and how location affects 

climate and weather.   Threaded throughout these topics is learning how to use maps of the world 

helping pupils to link their knowledge of the different locations they have studied.  

Lower Key Stage 2 (Milestone 2) 

During Lower Key Stage 2, pupils’ locational knowledge is expanded to deepen their understanding 

of physical and human features of the continent of Europe.  This builds upon their learning in Key 

Stage 1.  Pupils begin to understand the impact of Physical Processes and Human Processes upon our 

landscapes and how this impacts upon Climate Change.   Map work threads throughout every topic 

once again, but pupils now develop an understanding of the equator, hemispheres and longitude 

and latitude.  

Upper Key Stage 2 (Milestone 3) 

In Upper Key Stage 2 pupils expand their locational knowledge by studying North and South America, 

comparing the Human and Physical Features and using their prior knowledge to understand how 

these have impacted upon the landscapes and ways of life.  Pupils also develop a deeper 

understanding of Biomes and Climate zones using their mapping knowledge from LKS2.  Map work 

threads again through every topic, with a greater understanding of the more detailed features of 

maps.  Pupils then apply the Geographical knowledge they have gained over the three milestones to 

an in depth field work study of the local area.   


